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Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are now entering into the twelfth week of lockdown and it has been such an unprecedented time in everyone’s lives.  

Adults, parents and children alike have had to cope with anxiety, uncertainty and change.  Nothing has been ‘normal’ and it 

looks unlikely to get back to ‘normal’ anytime soon.  To try and bring a glimmer of normality to our at-home pupils, I was so 

keen to try and offer some provision to our pupils in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 before the end of term and had planned a possible 

scenario based upon possible flexibilities (that had been reported in the media) to make this work; however, Public Health and 

the Government have stood firm and no flexibilities have been made. 

The updated Government guidance clearly states that schools can only invite other year groups back to school if you can still 

continue to offer full provision to Key workers/vulnerable children, Foundation Stage, Year 1 and 6 children; therefore 

increasing capacity at NMR cannot be done safely due to the rules around social distancing and groupings, the size of our 

classrooms and staff capacity.  Currently, to run our 14 groups, we are using 100% of our available staff and have used 10 of 

our classrooms already.  

If Government does publish further changes and it is safe for us to do so, then please rest assured that I will do everything 

within my power to plan for all other children to come in, even if it is just for a day. 

 

Important School Dates *= New Item 
Thurs 25 Jun Reception Group A Pupils Return 

Year 1 Groups A and B Pupils Return 

Year 6 Groups A and B Pupils Return 

Thurs 2 Jul Reception Group B and C Pupils Return 

Year 1 Groups C and D Pupils Return 

Year 6 Groups C and D Pupils Return 

Thurs 9 Jul Reception Group A Pupils Return 

Year 1 Groups A and B Pupils Return 

Year 6 Groups A and B Pupils Return 

Thurs 16 Jul Reception Group B and C Pupils Return 

Year 1 Groups C and D Pupils Return 

Year 6 Groups C and D Pupils Return 
 

What Parents Need to Know About  
Facebook Messenger  
Facebook Messenger recently introduced ‘Messenger 
Rooms’ in a bid to rival other video calling software 
platforms, such as Zoom for instance. That’s why, we’ve 
created this guide to help understand exactly what 
Facebook Messenger is about.  
Click here to read the guide 

 

What’s going on this week 

Should zoos have been allowed to reopen earlier? 
Chester Zoo is the largest zoo in the UK and was closed on 21st March, following 

lockdown restrictions due to the Covid-19 outbreak. It reopened on 15th June 

after being closed for 3 months. During the long period it was closed, the owners 

were concerned that it may not ever have been able to reopen due to the huge 

lack of income caused by the closure and the huge costs involved in feeding the 

animals. 

Things to talk about at home…  
 Have you been to a zoo? Did you like it there? If not, would you like to visit a zoo. Why? 

 Some visitor attractions have not had staff at work during the lockdown period, but zoos have, why do you think zoos 

need people working there all the time, even when they’re closed? 

Share your thoughts and read the opinions of others on our discussion board: www.picture-

news.co.uk/discuss/ 

https://www.ninemileride.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/ww-7questions.pdf
https://www.ninemileride.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/ww-7questions.pdf
https://www.ninemileride.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/ww-fb-messenger.pdf
https://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss/2020-01-17/
https://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss/2020-01-17/


Virtual events for children from Wokingham Library 

 

Rhymetime 

Take part in our Rhymetime every week. We share lots of 

rhymes and songs. 

Every Friday we will post a Rhyme to share along with some 

Rhymetime inspiration to keep you going on our Rhymetime 

Facebook Page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Story time 

Every week we share lots of stories together. Every Tuesday 

we will post a story for you to share. 

Visit our Story Time Facebook page for more details. 

 

     

Lego clubs 

Take part in our Lego clubs. Every week we see lots of you 

being amazingly creative. 

This week’s theme is build a character, could be from your 

favourite book, comic, film or TV show. 

You can email your creations to: 

libraries@wokingham.gov.uk or post on our Facebook page, 

by 24 June 2020. 

Children’s Virtual Origami Club 

Why not try one of our weekly origami challenges! 

Instructions for this week’s superhero challenge as well as 

past weeks are available on the Online Origami Club for 

Children  website. 

We would love to know what you have made, please take a 

photo and tag Wokingham Borough Libraries on our social 

media or email your photo to libraries@wokingham.gov.uk 

The BBC Philharmonic Orchestra play nursery 

rhymes at home 

For more information check out the Tiny Happy People 

website, from the BBC. 

Children's online writing club 

Why not try one of our weekly writing challenges. Just visit 

our libraries blog children's online writing club website 

and email your entries to libraries@wokingham.gov.uk 

 
 

Contact Information 

Tel:  0118 9733118     Email:  admin@ninemileride.wokingham.sch.uk    Website:  www.ninemileride.co.uk    Twitter:  @nmrprimary 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/wokinghamboroughlibraries/512839209594174/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/wokinghamboroughlibraries/512839209594174/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/wokinghamboroughlibraries/237093314174635/
mailto:libraries@wokingham.gov.uk
https://wokinghamboroughlibraries.wordpress.com/category/origami-club/
https://wokinghamboroughlibraries.wordpress.com/category/origami-club/
mailto:libraries@wokingham.gov.uk
http://ow.ly/UYp550yXksb
http://ow.ly/UYp550yXksb
https://wokinghamboroughlibraries.wordpress.com/category/writing/
https://wokinghamboroughlibraries.wordpress.com/category/writing/
mailto:libraries@wokingham.gov.uk
mailto:admin@ninemileride.wokingham.sch.uk
http://www.ninemileride.co.uk/

