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What is Phonics? 
 
Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and skilfully. 
 
Phonics teaches children to recognise sounds that each letter makes. In the English language there are 44 
sounds or phonemes but 120 different ways to write them. Some phonemes are made up of more than 
one letter. For example, some sounds contain 2 letters such as ‘sh’, ‘ch’ or ‘ay’. These are known as 
diagraphs. There are some sounds that contain 3 letters such as ‘igh’, ‘are’ or ‘ore’. These are known as 
trigraphs. A few sounds are made up of 4 letters such as ‘aight’. 
 

So how does Nine Mile Ride Primary make Phonics easy for children  
to learn? 
 
To help children learn all these sounds in an easy and simple way, as well as teach the different ways of 
writing them, Nine Mile Ride teaches phonics through the Letters and Sounds program. 
 
We have a daily phonics session in our Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 classes following the Letters and 
Sounds document. This provides a synthetic and systematic approach to the teaching of phonics and 
supports both the development of children's reading and writing skills. Some children in Key Stage 2 also 
have a daily phonics and spelling sessions. 
 
From Reception, the children are taught in phonic phase groups that are appropriate to their level of 
learning. The children are monitored and assessed regularly and groupings are sorted accordingly. 
 
In Key Stage 1, weekly spellings are based on the current week's teaching and contain both tricky and 
decodable words. 
 
In Key Stage 2, weekly spellings are linked to the National Curriculum word lists, spelling rules and patterns 
that are being taught in addition to topic words or words that are commonly misspelt. 
 

Phonics Screening 
 
The Government introduced Phonics Screening Check as a way of making sure your child is making good 
progress and is on track for becoming a fluent reader by the end of year 2. 
 
Click the links below to help your child practice reading real and nonsense (or pseudo) words for this year’s 
Phonics Screening Check. There is one for each school day! 
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Additional Resources 
 
Below is a list of different useful web links which can help you with teaching phonics to your children at 
home. 
 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gcq07D-
62K8&list=PLmLqUswhmbsW8wOnAIy7YpweWSoxnrKPO&ab_channel=Twinkl-
EYFSLessonsandExplainerVideos  
- What is phonics? 
 
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/ 
- Information about each phonic phase taught through the DfE letters and sounds programme 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQ8EC35f1XA&list=PLmLqUswhmbsW8wOnAIy7YpweWSoxnrKPO&in
dex=7&ab_channel=Twinkl-EYFSLessonsandExplainerVideos  
- Phonics Language explained 
 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/  
- Interactive games to reinforce phonics sounds and practise segmenting and blending.  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcqqtfr  
- Interactive games and videos to reinforce each sound.  
 
https://www.phonicsbloom.com/  
- Interactive games to reinforce phonics sound.  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cvwPbjHHxfE&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=Twinkl-
EYFSLessonsandExplainerVideos  
- Phonics screening revision tips for parents 
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